PREFACE
In the following pages I have tried to trace the relations
of the British Indian Government with Sindh from the earliest
connections in the seventeenth century to the annexation in
the middle of the nineteenth. A detailed history of Sindh
during that period has not been attempted.
The records consulted for this essay have almost all been
in manuscript form and are found in the Letter Books of
the Punjab Government's Records Office at Lahore. These
have never been published and seldom used by historians.
This fact has been a great advantage to me, and perhaps my
only justification for writing on a subject like this.
But these records are by no means complete, and relate
primarily to the history of the Punjab. I had, therefore, to
consult secondary authorities, viz. Parliamentary Papers relat-
ing to Sindh and certain other printed works. But I have
tried to substantiate all opinions expressed or criticisms made
by quotations from original documents or other standard
works.
All these four chapters were originally published in the
form of a series of papers in the Journal of the Punjab Uni-
versity Historical Society and were highly appreciated by a
number of Indian historians. This encouraged me to revise
them and publish them in book form. I hope I have not
been too vain in doing so.
I should like to thank Sir Shafaat Ahmad Khan for his
generous foreword, Prof. J. F. Bruce, University Professor of
History, Lahore, for constant friendliness and interest and
Dr. G. L. Chopra, Keeper of Records to the Punjab Govern-
ment, for much sound advice and criticism in the final revision
of the book.
Finally, I owe a deep debt of gratitude to Pandit Dina
Nath Raina for having prepared the index, and to Messrs.
Minerva Book Shop for shepherding this little book through
the press with such interest and promptitude.
Sholapur.                                                        P. N. KHERA.